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I. NARY TEMENT

| In May, 1995, fifty years after the end of the second world

/

./war in the Pacific, Governor Masahide Ota, Governor of the

Prefectural Government of Okinawa, submitted a petition to the
United States Government in May, 1995 entitled Reduction and
muwmw urging the return of
extensive lands, both public and private, within Okinawa, occupied
by the U.S. military since 1945, initially expropriated as a spoil

of war during the occupation of Japan. Thereafter, these

|
i

properties became the subject of agreements between the United
States and Japan. Governor Ota, had refused to sign the renewal
contracts for the compulsory use by U.S. forces of these lands for
military purposes pursuant to treaties between the U.S. and Japan.
Governor Ota served as proxy for the landowners who had refused to
renew the contracts. He expressed the concerns of the people of
Okinawa in relation to the U.S. military bases in the petition as
follows:

On the 50th anniversary of the end of the Pacific War and
the Battle of Okinawa, we express our grief for all those
who perished in the Battle of Okinawa, including 14,000
American dead.

A principal aim of Okinawa Prefecture is to act as
the “Bridge of Peace” between our country and the Asia-
Pacific nations. Capitalizing on our ideal location as
the southern gateway of Japan, the Prefectural Government
promotes policies to make Okinawa an hub of international
exchange. To implement these policies, however, much
land is needed for the promotion of industries,
development of tourist resorts, expansion of roads, and
establishment of residential and commercial districts.
































































































































































































