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  In Defence of Multilateralism and International Law 

1. Centre Europe - tiers monde (CETIM) and the International Association of 

Democratic Lawyers (IADL) express their deep concern at the systematic attacks aimed at 

weakening, and even dismantling, international law based on the Charter of the United 

Nations. This dynamic is not new, but it is being pursued in a particularly aggressive manner 

by the current United States of America administration. It constitutes a direct threat to the 

universal protection of human rights, the sovereign equality of States, and the right of peoples 

to self-determination. 

2. For several years, the United States of America has multiplied acts of sabotage and 

coercion against multilateral institutions. The withdrawal from or marginalization of key 

United Nations bodies and mechanisms, the deliberate non-payment of assessed 

contributions, as well as political pressure exerted on other States to align themselves with 

these maneuvers, have caused serious disruptions to the functioning of the United Nations 

system, while undermining its independence. 

3. We are particularly alarmed by the retaliatory measures taken by the United States 

government against certain United Nations human rights mechanisms. The sanctions 

imposed on mandate holders – notably on Ms. Francesca Albanese, Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1967 – constitute a 

frontal attack on the independence of the UN special procedures and a clear intimidatory 

practice, which undermines the very integrity of the Human Rights Council. 

4. As host country of the United Nations, the United States of America has 

systematically abused its privileged position by arbitrarily denying access to or restricting 

movement in its territory for accredited representatives of Member States, in particular 

representatives of the State of Palestine, Iran (Islamic Republic of) and Cuba, among others, 

as well as representatives of civil society organizations and social movements. The repeated 

refusal to grant visas prevents their participation in the work of the General Assembly and 

violates the 1947 Headquarters Agreement. This situation seriously compromises the 

universal and inclusive character of the United Nations. These obstacles have direct 

consequences on the ability of human rights defenders to access multilateral spaces and to 

bring forward the voices of peoples and victims of human rights violations. 

5. In this regard, we consider it necessary to open without delay a serious and transparent 

debate on the provisional transfer of the seat of the General Assembly from New York to 

Geneva, in order to put an end to the arbitrary interference of the host country and to 

guarantee the full and effective participation of Member States and civil society in the work 

of the Organization. 

6. In light of the current geopolitical context, the abduction of the President of the 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Nicolás Maduro and his wife, by the United States of 

America armed forces constitutes a flagrant violation of international law. It involves, inter 

alia, violations of the prohibition of arbitrary detention, State sovereignty, as well as the rules 

relating to the immunity and personal inviolability of Heads of State, as enshrined in 

customary international law and the Charter of the United Nations. 

7. Furthermore, it should be recalled that through its unconditional political, military and 

diplomatic support to Israel, the United States of America incurs international responsibility 

for complicity in acts amounting to genocide. The recent aggressions and bombardments 

carried out against the Islamic Republic of Iran also constitute manifest violations of 

international law. Likewise, the interference, threats and pressure exerted against numerous 

States — from Greenland to Colombia, including Mexico and Cuba — illustrate a systematic 

policy of undermining State sovereignty and the international legal order. 

8. We also wish to express our deepest concern and rejection regarding the recent 

initiative known as the “Board of Peace”, launched by the Trump administration. Presented 

as a conflict resolution mechanism, this initiative in fact reflects a logic of circumventing 

existing multilateral frameworks and international law. It seeks to replace mechanisms based 

on law, the sovereign equality of all States and the participation of representatives of civil 
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society and affected peoples with ad hoc political arrangements dominated by power 

relations. 

9. In light of the foregoing, we call upon the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights to fully assume his role in the defence of international human rights law. In 

this regard, we urge him, together with the Secretary-General, to stand as a defender of the 

integrity of the multilateral system, to guarantee the independence of United Nations 

mechanisms and bodies, and to ensure effective and non-discriminatory access to the United 

Nations for all. We call on upon hte High Commissioner and the Secretary-General to use 

their moral and institutional authority to promote an open, inclusive and transparent space 

for dialogue among Member States, civil society, and relevant United Nations mechanisms 

and bodies on the consequences of the obstacles imposed by the UN host country, including 

the proposal of the provisional transfer of the seat of the General Assembly. 

10. We also urge United Nations Member States to refrain from supporting any action 

aimed at subordinating the multilateral system to the law of the strongest. They bear a 

collective responsibility to defend international law, protect multilateral institutions, and 

guarantee the sovereign equality of all States, the right to development, and the inalienable 

right of peoples to self-determination. 

11. In the face of the accelerated erosion of multilateralism, the mobilization of peoples, 

social movements, independent civil society and States committed to the defence of the UN 

Charter is more indispensable than ever. We call for the strengthening of a democratic, 

inclusive and people-centred multilateralism, capable of upholding social justice, human 

rights and human dignity over the geopolitical and economic interests of 

neocolonial/imperialists forces. 

This statement forms part of the broader dynamic surrounding a “Call for mobilization in 

defence of a democratic multilateral system and international law”, supported by 80 social 

movements and organizations.1 

    

 

 
  1 https://www.cetim.ch/call-to-mobilize-for-the-defense-of-a-democratic-multilateral-system-and-

international-law-2/. 
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