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International Association of Democratic Lawyers Resolution to Free Palestine Actionists
and Divest from Elbit Systems

Whereas, 6 Palestine Action activists are currently imprisoned in Britain and dozens more are
threatened with potential imprisonment for their role in working to disrupt the production of
Israeli weapons on British soil, and

Whereas, Palestine Action’s direct actions have targeted Israel’s largest weapons manufacturer,
Elbit Systems, which manufactures, drones, surveillance technology, and tank and fighter jet
part, along with U.S. weapons firm Teledyne, which exports weapons to Israel, and Rafael, an
Israeli state-owned munitions manufacturer, and

Whereas, hundreds of activists have joined Palestine Action in blockading, occupying and
dismantling weapons factories, leading to the loss of millions of Pounds due to the severance of
contracts with the British Ministry of Defence and the closure of two Elbit sites in Britain, and

Whereas, on 21 June 2023, an Elbit drone was used by Israeli occupation forces to
extrajudicially assassinate three Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian city of Jenin, and

Whereas, on June 26, three activists were sentenced to 23 months and another to 27 months after
a conviction for “conspiracy to commit criminal damage” against Teledyne Labtech, a U.S.-
owned weapons factory in Wales, and

Whereas, the defendants in this case were prohibited by the judge from arguing their primary
defence, that their actions were taken in necessity to save lives and prevent a greater crime and
were not allowed to enter evidence of Israeli war crimes in court, and

Whereas, Elbit-made weapons have been involved in attacks on Palestinians in Gaza,
assassinations in the West Bank, as well as in British use in Afghanistan and Iraq, and

Whereas, banks and investment funds including Norwegian Pension Fund, HSBC, Danske Bank
and Australian Sovereign Wealth Fund have divested from Elbit Systems,

Therefore, be it resolved, that the International Association of Democratic Lawyers calls for the
release of all Palestine Action prisoners in Britain and for all pending charges to be dropped
against Palestine Action activists arrested for their actions confronting weapons manufacturers
and their agents, and

Be it further resolved, that the IADL calls on Elbit shareholders, including Canada’s Scotiabank
(Bank of Nova Scotia), the largest single foreign investor in Elbit, to divest from Elbit Systems,
and
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Be it finally resolved, that the IADL shall cooperate with Palestine Action, their legal team and
organizers around the world working to free the Palestine Action prisoners, defend those facing
charges, obtain justice for Palestine and put an end to the weapons trade with the Israeli
occupation.

Adopted by the IADL Council
2 July 2023

Resources:

https://www.palestineaction.org/instro-2/

https://www.palestineaction.org/teledyne-sentence/

https://www.palestineaction.org/four-one-wolverhampton/
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