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Environment plays a particularly important role to people, living species and to the national sustainable development. 

People’s right to live in healthy environment in line with the right to health protection is one of the rights recognised by the state of Vietnam. A system of rule of law in this area has been formulated and gradually improved to promote state management practices and responsibilities of individuals and organizations in the guarantee of people’s rights to live in healthy environment and to protect environment. 

1. Ensuring people’s right to live in healthy environment and in environment protection is a consistent policy of the Socialist republic of Vietnam. 

1.1 In the Socialist republic of Vietnam, the right to living in a healthy environment is considered an important factor in the protection of people’s health. This right goes with people’s obligation to protect environment and environmental sanitation. It has been stated in the constitution that:

- Citizen is entitled to the protection of health and citizens have the obligation to prevent diseases and protect public sanitation (Article 61).

- Government agencies, armed forces, social-economic organizations and all individuals are subject to observe state’s regulation on the use and management of natural resources and the protection of environment. All acts which undermine natural resouces and cause environmental destruction are strictly prohibited (Article 29).

1.2. Due to the issue’s particular importance, the need to protect environment was considered an element for the National Assembly to put into debates and stipulated in the office’s resolutions about national infrastructure project, legal document law and other legal documen branch.

- According to the National Assembly’s National-level infrastructure projects, a project considered of national importance needs be submitted to the National assembly for assessments of investmen level, the level of resident relocation and/or whether it has serious envrionmental impacts.

- According to Legal document Law, when drafting a legal document the drafting agency shall organise for assessments and review, and report on the impact assessments the legal document, once passed, may have on environment.

1.3. State policy in the protection of environment

- Incorporate the management and planning of environmental protection

- The government issues investment incentives which encourage individuals and organizations at home and aboard to invest into environmental protection.

- The government is responsible for the legal education and promulgation of environmental protection and the assurance of people’s right to live in healthy environment.

-  The government regulates and provides for the rights and obligation of individuals and organizations in the protection of environment, and the enforcement of environment-related laws.

2. System of rule of law relating to people’s rights to live in healthy environment and enviromental protection continues to be perfected, specifically:

2.1 Clearly define the rights in environmental assessments and evaluation

- Government agencies are obliged to assess environmental situations, submit periodical reports to the National Assembly, raise public awareness, and plan activities against environmental degradation and pollutions as well as environmental incidents. 

2.2 Planning for the protection of biological diversity and forest and water resources

- Individuals and organizations are obliged to protect wildlife species, and biological diversity, forest, sea and ecological systems.

- The exploitation of bio-species must be done by season, geographical locations, and with appropriate catching tools which have been stipulated to ensure recovery, and maintain ecological balance.

- The exploitation of forestry resource must follow planning and provisions of the Forest protection and development law. The government is responsible for replantation, improvement of forest coverage and the protection of mainstream and upstream resources.

- Strictly prohibite illegal exploitation of mineral and other natural resources which may alter natural landscape, forest systems and bring negative impacts on the lives of the wildlife.

- The government provides appropriate policies and guidelines on the use, management and saving of the water resource, prevent and recover the water supply for people’s use and for social development, and for the assurance of national security and defense, and for the goals of sustainable development.

The prevention of water source pollution, and recovery of water quality must be put into master socio-economic development plans at national and provincial levels.

- Prohibite the dumping and poisoning water sources; the dumping of unprocessed sewages, and materials which are not yet processed according to standards and provision of law on environmental protection.

2.3 – Provisions of environmental protection and sanitation in the field of construction and housing

- Environmental protection and sanitation has always been placed on the top concerns in the fields of construction. The construction law has clearly defined this issues by stating basic principle of technical engineering, construction and construction supervision.

– To ensure a healthy living space and continually improve living standards is one of the important requirements stated in various housing related laws and legal documents which dealt with housing needs in rural, urban and mountainous regions.

2.4 – The application of laws on people’s right to live in heathy environment and environmental violation and protection.

The law provides that anyone who violates, destroys and causes destruction to environment, fails to assess enviromental impacts, based on the extent of destruction and consequence, shall be charged with either administrative or criminal punishments or subject to reparation. The ordiance on administrative fines has stipulated forms of fines relating to enviromental violations. The criminal law has reserved one chapter to provide provisions on environmental violations. These laws are being effectively enforced on a daily basis.

3- There is a need to promote people’s right to live in healthy environment and to protect environement, and this is an international obligation.

The assurance of people’s right to live in healthy environment and to protect environment is not just a national, but an international responsibility. The issues is becoming more significantly in that Vietnam is now a WTO member, the globalised integration process is undergoing and bringing impacts on all social aspects, and in a time of rapid technogical developments and is not limited by national borders.

Hence we propose:

- The International Association of Democratic Lawyears and each lawyer alone should promote more active role, and right in this forum, to promote international cooperation for the protection of people’s rights to live in healthy environment and to environmental protection. Bilateral, multilateral relations amongst coutries need to be fostered towards environmental protection, reduction of climate change impacts at both regional and world levels.

- The lawyers themselves and Lawyers Association in each country need to enact specific measures to contribute to the improvement of laws, and to guarantee better people’s rights to live in healthy environment and to protect environment.

                                 *                  *

  *

Thus, this paper has presented some ideas related to the protection of people’s right to live in healthy environment and to environmental protection. 

Thank you!
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