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1.  Introduction

In 1987, the World Commission on Environment and Development, so called Brundtland Commission emphasized the close linkages between environment and development, and repeated that policy-makers had to consider the interrelationships between environment and economic and social issues when they want to solve global problems in its report "Our Common Future." Regrettably, it is hard to achieve sustainable development in the world.

Really the national policy for the environmental governance has changed since the Brundtland Commission issued “Our Common Future.” Today, a broader scope of issues related to environment and development are discussed. Multilateral environmental agreements have eminently increased since the Rio Conference in 1992, and these agreements have almost all States including developing countries as the contracting party to them unlike 1970s which are called Stockholm ages. In that sense, main agenda are sifted from international law-making to the implementation and compliance of international environmental law. Issues of trade, economic development, good governance, transfer of technology, science and education policies, and globalization, which are closely related with each other, have become central points of discussion for sustainable development. In particular, it is important to analyze the two leading treaties concerning the global environment: the Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Convention on Biological Diversity. They have several common features. They were concluded on the occasion of the Rio Conference, and were signed by the vast majority of the world’s governments. They agree on the general spirit of both treaties, but disagree on specific issues.

2. Post Kyoto Negotiations in 2009

While some rich States have only about 10% of the world's population in their territory, they have produced 60% of the world's carbon emissions since the industrial revolution. The Kyoto protocol imposes obligations to reduce and limit emission of greenhouse gases upon member States under Article 3. They are quantified commitments to be achieved from 2008 to 2012. They are not adequate enough to avoid global warming and climate change which are raising sea-level and causing extreme weather conditions and epidemic diseases in the world.

State Parties have a plan to reach an agreement of commitments of post-2012 in the Copenhagen Conference in 2009. This negotiation is a highly complicated process. Nevertheless, the determinants for post-Kyoto commitments are still the political will, economic interests and scientific knowledge of the big powers. The debate shows a range of issues to be discussed as the agenda for post-Kyoto negotiations, including criteria for developed countries, appropriate national mitigation actions by developing countries and new financing options among others. Parties need to confirm the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and precautionary approach which are derived from the concept of sustainable development and should conclude an agreement with more ambitious long-term objectives.

3. Biodiversity Convention 2010 Target

The year 2010 is designated by the United Nations as the International Year of Biodiversity. This year is really important for the Convention on Biological Diversity in many ways. By the year of 2010 States have committed to achieve a significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the global, regional and national level as a contribution to poverty alleviation and to the benefit of all life on Earth. It is the 2010 Biodiversity Target. By the year, the Parties to the Convention is required to have in place a regime on access to genetic resources and equitable sharing of benefits arising from their utilization. The 10th Conference of Parties to the Convention will convene in Nagoya, Japan in 2010. With increased recognition of value and use of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge, one world view is essential despite diversity of the national interests. At the same time it is necessary to reconsider the western values of free market system and the global trade system under the WTO.

4. Conclusion -UN Roles to Conserve the Global Environment

Now, the number of non-governmental organizations to protect environment has grown considerably playing key roles from local to global levels. NGOs including advocacy groups devoted to environmental problems have multiplied exponentially, particularly in States undertaking democratic transitions. The private sectors should also take action to help protect the environment. Even though business sector was given little attention by the WCED, according to the report of UNEP, the executive committees are trying to consider all dimensions of their impacts at once, on the same agenda, in the same room. Other companies began to monitor and report on their sustainability impacts. A study by eight corporate leaders on what business success would look like in the future concluded that it would be tied to helping society to cope with challenges such as poverty, globalization, environmental decline and demographic change. It is necessary for civil society to participate in capacity building, mechanism improving compliance and dispute resolution mechanisms. 


However, it seems hugely significant to remember the sovereign right of nations. Many developing states, in particular, small islands states and states in desert areas face serious deterioration in the quality of environment. The international community must tune in to them. Their sovereign rights to land, energy, access, forest and water have to be upheld and reclaimed.


Finally we should confirm the Johannesburg Declaration adopted in 2002. This highlights that “[t]o achieve our goals of sustainable development, we need more effective, democratic and accountable international and multilateral institutions and [w]e reaffirm our commitment to the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations and international law, as well as to the strengthening of multilateralism. The leadership role of the United Nations should be underlined as the most universal and representative organization in the world, which is in the best position to promote sustainable development. It is imperative to establish the legal framework for sustainable development in the global society.
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