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	The Japan Association of Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms hereby submits this petition to the International Commission on Nuclear Non-proliferation and Disarmament with hope for the early abolition of nuclear arms.

	

	I. Intent of the Petition

	1.

Use the reality of the atomic bombings and testimony by the survivors (hibakusha) as the basis for judgment.

2.

Confirm the inhumane, criminal, and illegal nature of nuclear arms.

3.

Instead of making the abolition of nuclear weapons an "ultimate objective," produce a definite and specific "action plan" meant to abolish them soon.

4.

In the "action plan," propose making the Nuclear Weapons Convention a reality, and set a deadline.

5.

Call on governments to quickly initiate "negotiations in good faith" meant to enact the Nuclear Weapons Convention.



	

	II. Reasons for Petition (Brief Overview)

	1.

The Japan Association of Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms (JALANA) is a lawyers' organization whose purposes are the abolition of nuclear arms and support for the hibakusha. There are about 400 members, and they are also members of the International Association of Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms (IALANA). Here is a brief overview of the reasons for this petition.

2.

The atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki killed and injured many people instantly, indiscriminately, and cruelly. Even now the hibakusha suffer from cancer, leukemia, thyroid abnormalities, liver function impairment, cataracts, and other ailments because of the radiation. Confirming that these were caused by actually used nuclear weapons is the starting point for considering the nuclear weapons issue. Nuclear weapons gave the hibakusha the experience of "hell on Earth." One cannot discuss nuclear weapons without knowing this. Please do listen to the testimony of the hibakusha.

3.

Recall the 1963 Tokyo District Court decision and the 1996 International Court of Justice (ICJ) "advisory opinion," which held that the use of nuclear weapons is illegal under international law. The ICJ stated that "the threat or use of nuclear weapons would generally be contrary to the rules of international law." It also advised that "negotiations in good faith" be started with the aim of complete nuclear disarmament. What needs to be done now is to translate this advisory opinion into reality. Discussion of this issue must assume that the use and threat of nuclear weapons violate international law. Please make use of the ICJ advisory opinion.

4.

"Nuclear deterrence" is the grounds used to justify the possession of nuclear weapons. This is a rationale that a country uses to accomplish its own political will by instilling fear in the people of another, hostile country, which is achieved by the threat that a nuclear attack may be launched against that hostile country. Nuclear powers use nuclear weapons as the "guardian deity" of their national security, with the underlying assumption being a mixture of threat and fear. In other words, these weapons of the devil, which bring about hell on Earth, are regarded as a "guardian deity." Humanity must part with this inverted way of thinking. We hope that the world will part ways with "nuclear deterrence."

5.

Note that the Model Nuclear Weapons Convention is already an official UN discussion document. The US House of Representatives resolved that it welcomes this document, and the UN secretary-general said that it is a good departure point for the abolition of nuclear weapons. Please do everything possible to quickly remove "model" from the document's name and make it the "Nuclear Weapons Convention."

6.

Mayors for Peace and other NGOs are running a campaign (2020 Vision Campaign) which sets a time limit of 2020 for eliminating nuclear weapons. Some former high-ranking government officials from nuclear powers are also calling for the abolition of nuclear weapons. The time is ripe for abolition. Please help encourage that trend.

7.

We ask that you take the initiative to quickly bring about the abolition of nuclear weapons, instead of just stopping at nuclear nonproliferation and nuclear arms reduction.
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