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Introduction

Vietnam is know as a center of the world’s ecological diversity with enriched and diverse biology system. Forest, wetlands, oceans and stone mountains…. characterised for tropicality is home to special and typical spieces, in which many cannot be found elsewhere. Vietnam is also known to have an enrichment of wild genes with many special herbs, and tropical flowers and bonsai-type plants. The biological diversity in Vietnam is important in many natural, social and economic senses. The ecological and environment values can be seen in that natural diversity helps protect land enrichment and water resources, regulate weather conditions, and adsorb hubrids.  Economically, the value is shown in the relevance to agriculture, forestry, fishery and tourism services. The human value of ecological diversity is to help raise people’s awareness, create jobs and maintain social stability. 

However, the diversity system is now being rapidly affected. The important biology areas are being narrowed. The sequence of wild species is being drastically reduced. Many wild species have been reduced to the level of complete extinction.  Sources of natural genres have been on the verge of degrading and outsourced. Degrading ecological diversity leads to ecological imbalances affecting directly the livelihoods of people, and threatening sustainable development of the country.  To tackle the challenge, the State of Vietnam has adopted various measures for diversity protection, specifically: 

I. The state policies in the protection of ecological diversity
In Vietnam legislation relating to ecological diversity was approved rather early. Instructions No. 142/SL signed by President Ho Chi Minh on 21 December 1949 regulating the controls of and applying fines for forests protection violations, this could be seen as the first legal document in this aspect. In the 1960s and 1970s of the 20th century, regulations relating to ecological protection can be found in Government’s documents on the establishment of national parks; hunting and exploiting of natural resources regulation and protection of wild species. Yet, community awareness at the time was only on forest protection without due attention being paid to other natural resources such as ocean and genre sources.... most legal documents at the time were mainly referred to animal protection and forest plantations. 

Up to the early 1990s, a series of legal documents with high effects have been stipulated containing regulations of natural resources protection and other types of resources such as: the ordinance on fishery development and protection (in 1989), Law on forest protection and development (in1991), Environment protection law (in 1993), Veterinary ordinance (in 1993), Ordinance on animal protection and quaranteen (in 1993),…However, due understanding of the importance and the necessity of ecological protection only gained special attention at the time of Vietnam’s ratification of Diversity of biology convention (on 16 November 1994). This is viewed as a landmark for the development of legal protection of biology, and as an important part of environment-related legislation. Since 1994 up to present, Vietnam has ratified a many other international common convention apart from the UN convention on biological diversity (UNCBD): 

· Convention on the wetland protection of international importance. Home to the wetland bird species (RAMSAR convention);

· Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES);

· World heritage conservation convention;

· Biological safety protocal (CARTAGENA).

To realise international covention and to enhance national biological diversity protection impacts, Vietnam has issued new regulations and amendments and in replacements of outdated documents such as: Environment protection law of 2005 (replacing the same law of 1993) which clearly stipulates general principles and standards of biological protection; Forest environment protection law in 2004 on the diversity of forest; Fishery law in 2003; Ordiance on plantations and animal breeds in 2004 for the protection of genre sources. In addition, the Criminal law stipulates crimes in biological diversity violations; Ordiance on administrative fines agains diversity violations in 2002, which stipulates the rights and obligations of organisations and individuals in the related area. Of all those legal documents, it is to mention the Law on biological diversity passed by the National Assembly of the Socialist republic of Vietnam on 13 November 2008, and became effect on 1 of July 2009. 

The law on biological diversity is consisted of 8 chapters, 78 clauses specified as follows: 

· National biological diversity protection to be mastered planned  and by regions, provinces;

· Regulation on sustainable conservation and development of ecological diversity;

· Regulations on the protection and development of species;

· Regulations on the conservation and development of inheritant resources;

· Regulations on the mechanism, conservation and development of sustanable biological diversity;

· Regulations on international cooperation on biological diversity.

The Law on biological diversity is the highest legal documents providing for the regulations of and the fixing of other legal documents in biological diversity. The law, once become effect, shall contribute to the reinforcement of other documents and biological diversity effectiveness in Vietnam. 

Aside those mentioned documents, right from 1995, the Government has approved the Action plan on Vietnam’s biological diversity. To date, the plan has been implemented until 2010 with a vision set forth to 2010. In addition, many other policies, strategies and action plans involving in biological diversity have been issued and put into effect such as: Vietnam’s National park conservation strategy until 2010; National action plan on the control of animal trafficking for 2001 - 2010…

II. Some recommendations to improve effectiveness of biological diversity: 

To help improve the quality of biological diversity in Vietnam in the time to come, it is important to carry out the following:

1. Continue the perfection of policy making and legislation related to biological diversity. It is therefore to develop and provide guidance for the implementation of the law; integrate conservation and development into social-economic development plan by sectors, regions and provinces nationwide; develop source of generes and benefits sharing;


2. Exploit appropriately and develop well bio-species resources to  control and gradually reduce the over-exploitation process of resources; use properly forestry and non-forestry supplies, wetland and ocean resources; develop eco-tourism; control and tighten regulations on the intrusion of derivative species into Vietnam; control and ensure the safety of genere – transformable species and related products.


3. Improve participation and obligation of communities in the development and protection of biological diversity such as the organising of awareness raising activities, implementation of biological diversity law; develop and scale up good community-based conservation models, and organise advocacy and campaign via the media. 


4. Improve conservation and development capacity for biological diversity in the forms of capacity building, trainings, research and protection of biological diversity; conduct inter-sector research on biological diversity;


5. Improve investment in the area of protection and development of sustainable biological diversity;


6. Enforce the control and monitoring of biological diversity management;


7.  Enhance internation cooperation in biological diversity.

Conclusion

Biological diversity plays an important role to the nature, living environment and the lives of people. The protection and conservation of biological diversity have been an imperative task for the Party, the Statae and Government, and each of the Vietnamese. Each and everyone of us needs to be responsible and raise awareness towards protection of biological diversity./.
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