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Human right is one of the top concerns of the humanity, an issue which cuts across a broad spectrum of civil, political, economic and cultural relations. To ensure human rights is to ensure a factor to sustainable development for and of each country and of the whole planet. Human right is the objective and motive for development of the Vietnamese revolution. 

In the modern stream of Vietnamese ideology, President Ho Chi Minh was the pioneer and the road paver to approach human rights from a comprehensive, human and scientific perspective. The course pursued by President Ho Chi Minh is one of human liberation and his thought is one of the profoundly combined humanist, human rights, socialist and nationalist ideologies. Since 1919, in his appeal put forward to delegates of the World War I victory countries, President Ho Chi Minh has asserted for the right of each Vietnamese to equality, freedom and self-determination, and the same rights for people in other oppressed countries. In 1922, in his letter addressing the Indochina governor, Minister of the French colonies, Albert Saro, he wrote “What I aspired most in life: my people is free and my country is independent”. It must be clearly seen that in his thought, to free people, then the nation must become independent “with an enslaved people cannot have a free man”. However, national independence is just a necessary, not sufficient condition. Therefore, to ensure sustainable development, it is important to build a strong state “for the people, by the people and of the people”, and society “of new nation with renewed human rights” (Ho Chi Minh all volume, National Publishing house, 1995 page 2 and page 58). 

The strategic move of a revolution is to obtain full independence for the nation, and more importantly for a state which respects and protect human and people’s rights as holy values, as reasons and objectives of existence and an assurance of sustainable development. He wrote: “If in an independent nation its people do not enjoy freedom and happiness, independence does not mean anything” (Sdd , page 3 and page 555). In the face of a no-nation people, and the nation is cut apart by foreign invaders and enslaved, President Ho Chi Minh asserted “nothing is more precious than independence and freedom”. In peace times and in country reconstruction, President Ho Chi Minh were kept awake by an illusion, one of a people enjoying more and fully human rights, and there is enough rice and clothe, and each enjoys learning opportunities. He wrote: so long that a Vietnamese is enslaved and poor, the Party is traumatised and that it is not yet to fulfill its mission” (Sdd. Page 8, page 587), at the same time, what the Party does must but improve people’s lives. What is done not to fulfill this is wrong (Sdd. page 7 and page 415.). Vietnam is a democratic nation “all benefits belong to its people, and all the rights must be enjoyed by its people”. Today, the renovation process is undergoing in Vietnam for the goal of a rich people, strong nation, equal, democratic and civilised society. This cause belongs to its people, by the people and for the people. Counting on people is the roots and the traditional strength of the Vietnamese revolution. Everything done is for the people, by the people and people is the one who decides and monitors, and this is the recipe of successful and sustainable development. 

The independence declaration proclaimed on 2 September 1945 is the solemn birth certificate of the State of Vietnam, and the immortal poem of sparking human rights and sustainable development, the historic proof of the human values ever granted by holy forces on the people and the nation of Vietnam, the evidence of ever-lasting and obvious rights undeniable is the right to life, equality, freedom and pursuit of happiness, and equal treatment amongst all people of the world. To comment of values of human rights in sustainable development mentioned in the Independence Declaration on 2 September 1945, at the ceremony to grant honorary PhD to President Ho Chi Minh in 1959, the Dean of Bandang University said “it is the new law of the world people confirming the right to freedom, independence, and indisputable to all oppressed peoples” (the independence declaration in 1945 – the values and meanings of time”, National Publishing house 1996. page 69 ). Three years later, the international community proclaimed the Universal Declaration on Human rights in 1948 ) and 11 years later there appeared two most important conventions on human rights in 1966: International convention on civil and political rights; International convention on social, political and culture rights. These are the three most important documents of the International Bill of Human Rights, being the most fundamental legal bases for human rights to ensure sustainable development in member countries of the international community, including Vietnam, an active member.

Human right is the most noble, humanist value the mankind ever obtained from historical periods of struggles full of pains and sufferings. The protection and the fight for the human rights and development have always gone with the struggles for the right to live, against poverty, illiteracy, exploitation and oppression, racism, against all forms of man to man enslavement, wars of mass destruction, unemployment and extreme poverty, pollution and environmental destruction, removal of nuclear weapons and serial killer biological weapons…in a modern world like today, the protection and development of human rights are closely associated with the realisation of common development goals of the mankind and the humanity, the overcoming of the common and global challenges such as international peace and security, economic and scientific development, technology improvement and environment protection, rich and poor disparity, national independence and sovereignty and commonly recognised values of social progress, democracy, humanitarian course and social equality, international cooperation in appropriate exploitation of the land resources, and the use of space for peaceful courses…. In a world becoming increasingly inter-related and inter-dependent, there exists an inherent truth: an oppressed people living in enslavement and having no sovereignty, there cannot be freedom, and by contrast a nation using its superior strength to invade other nations can neither have freedom itself, and cannot be a free nation. Although, there is only humanity, and we all sail the same planet boat which is shouldering hard waves. Each country and thus the international community’s position is to cooperate with one another for the protection, maintenance and development sustainable values of the human rights, making human rights – the common mankind’s language – increasingly more purified and hailed with higher values. 

Unfortunately, it is the 9th year of the 21 century, the world’s human right picture remains bleak. Despite the tremendous achievements the humanity has ever recorded in human rights and development, the mankind continue to face threats which come from the planet itself, from the inside society. Horrendous wars and conflicts for power in many regions, brutal and ruthless oppressions and killings, mindless terrorist attacks intensify, at the same time evidence of ancient-style torture of terrorist suspects, threats from nuclear weapons of mass destruction and arm race, environmental pollutions and the warming of the earth, religious and racial conflicts explode in many places; water source and air and food are becoming increasingly unsafe and unreliable… even those who violate human rights and run over the right to life of many people are decorating their crimes by sophisticated conspiracies and nice words about human rights, freedom and equality. President Ho Chi Minh once commented: to cover the worst human rights violations, the violators always decorates their rusty medals with ideal norms such as solidarity and equality… (Sdd. page 1. page 75). The people of the 21st century is continually surrounded and threatened from all sides and the question about human rights and sustainable development at the early 21st century remains a global riddle. When and how people as intelligent, dynamic and active agents could stand firm on the earth house to look well into the world of nature and immense space without precaution, worries and even intimidation by the threats which have been caused by their fellows?

 In awareness, the human right values and development have always been together, economic growth therefore needs to be closely associated with conservation of human civilisations and social equality. Economic growth goes with social progress. At many international and regional forums the issue of poverty and increased international cooperation for poverty reduction raised by Vietnamese delegates are not for typical human values but to encourage the enjoyment of basic human rights, creation of equal opportunities for all to get access to better quality lives.

State has a direct and very important role decisive to the assurance of rights enjoyment for people living in each nation. The human right needs State both as a very important organisation with a great mission to ensure human rights, and as the agent which fights against bureaucracy, corruption and power exploitation in the protection of human rights. Professors Mourgon of Toulou University in France wrote that a true State is the one which cares about the rights and benefits of the poorest, the most vulnerable, the most suffered and those who live at the bottom of the society. 

One of the primary assurances for human rights and sustainable development is the efforts and consistence of nations in building and strengthening the law system to recognise and acknowledge human rights. Quality of human rights in many cases depend on the quality of the law which is people-centred. The building of a rule of law state which is for the people, by the people and of the people is an urgent task which needs a consistently regulatory system and centres on people. Law is the primary and superior means to be equally abiden by by everyone whether they are state and state employees.

International cooperation for the basic rights and freedom is posing imperative and objective demands of the time for a solution to common concerns cared about by many countries, and for many global issues related to human rights and sustainable development. International standards recognised in the international protocols have been the results of prolonged struggles and sufferings of progressive peoples in the world for peace and human civilisation. Any one country’s responsibility is to cooperate to protect and realise human rights values, and together to build a millennium of human rights and sustainable development. Vietnam’s report on 8 May 2009 at the UN Council for Human rights asserts that in Vietnam human rights are the goals and the motive which drive all social and economic development policies. The report shows Vietnam’s responsibility to realise human rights based on international standards as recognised by the Charter of the UN, the Universal Declaration on Human rights and related international convenants. 

In all international relations concerning human rights protection and sustainable development, international, inter-governmental, and non-governmental organizations play an important role in which the International Association of Democratic Lawyers and its member organizations need and should continue to enforce its role and influence for a world of human rights and sustainable development.
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