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of IADL’s Work Since the Paris Congress

Since the Paris Congress in June of 2005,  the IADL has been involved in many activities and its members and leadership have been very active. IADL is a unique organization.  There is no other international organization of lawyers and jurists with the rich history and broad reach of IADL.  From its founding in 1946, the lawyers and jurists of IADL have provided inspiration to generations of progressive lawyers and jurists and a its members have made major contributions to the world’s jurisprudence on critical issues of peace and human rights.  Most importantly IADL lawyers and jurists have used and continue to use their legal skills in aid of the  peoples’ movements for peace, human rights, and economic justice. 


As the program of this Congress demonstrates,  IADL lawyers and jurists are engaged in work on a wide range of issues.  These include: 


Supporting  the right to peace;  


Opposing  anti terrorist laws and actions which punish dissent --or in the case of the Cuban 5-- punish those who try to prevent terrorism; 


Seeking to establish and secure independent judiciaries to fairly and impartially administer justice; 


Promoting the rights of workers in this global economy and seeking to avoid the rapacious downward spiral in wages and environmental conditions posed by unfettered capital expansion;  


Pushing for sustainable development and a healthy environment; and 
          Demanding accountability from those who commit violations of peoples’ rights. The program of this Congress shows IADL’s commitment to this  broad agenda. The program and work of our affiliates generally fits within this framework with all affiliates  working to promote the achievement of human rights, making no distinction between civil and political rights, and economic social or cultural rights.


In the four years  since the Paris Congress IADL members and affiliates have worked  to promote all of these and other laudable goals. Some campaigns which have become international involve  IADL as a whole coming together to support them.  For example: 


Our Pakistani friends were in the forefront of a powerful lawyers movement which demanded an independent judiciary. Lawyers  went on strike, and to jail,  to demand the reinstatement of a sacked judiciary and did not stop, even in the face of significant repression, until the job was done.  Throughout this fight IADL and its affiliates have supported the Pakistani lawyers movement.  A delegation from the United States  with members of the National Lawyers Guild representing the NLG and the IADL  went to Pakistan in the wake of the Bhutto assassination and provided the movement with a concrete show of support for the movement.   IADL affiliates around the world participated in protest marches in support of the brave Pakistani lawyers and IADL issued many press statements of unqualified support. 


Our Japanese friends in JALISA have put the right to peace front and center in the minds of the people with its work to protect and expand Article 9 of their constitution, the article in which Japan renounces war as a method of solving international disputes.   IADL and our affiliates around the world have embraced the work of our  friends in Japan.  In addition to supporting Article 9, the   IADL leadership and our affiliates have spoken out opposing  the ongoing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  We have worked with our affiliates to oppose widening the war to Pakistan, Iran, and North Korea.  


Our Cuban friends have highlighted the plight of the Cuban 5 who were  convicted in 2001 in Miami Florida of conspiracy to commit espionage and murder while they were attempting to protect Cubans from terrorist activities directed at Cuba from the exile community in Miami.  IADL and our affiliates have stood with our  friends in Cuba seeking the  release of the Cuban Five who remain in jail in the United States.  IADL has written Amicus Briefs to the Court complaining that the Five were denied a fair trial in Miami where the power of the right wing Cuban exile community exercises enormous power and influence and where taking positions counter to their interests has negative consequences.  IADL members attended all of the appeal hearings and spoke out to support an impartial trial.   Initially three judges of the Appeals Court agreed that the Five  did not get a fair trial, only to have that opinion reversed by the full Court of Appeals.   IADL and it affiliates filed a very strong Amicus, brief in the Supreme Court of the United States asking the Court to review this verdict, and the  Court will consider this request on June 15th.  


Our friends in the Philippines, in the National Union of Peoples’ Lawyers have been in the forefront of exposing and fighting against attacks on, repression  and extra judicial killings of human rights lawyers and progressive judges.  IADL and its affiliates have demanded and end to attacks on lawyers and judges in the Philippines and throughout the world.   


IADL and its affiliates have  stood with our Palestinian brothers and sisters in their fight for self determination and in support of regional peace.  We have actively sought accountability for Israel’s actions in Lebanon and most recently in Gaza.  Our bureau member Raji Sourani remains a staunch fighter against impunity and IADL has been with him in support using Universal Jurisdiction to promote the rule of law and hold those who violate it accountable.  We have upheld the right of return not only for our Palestinian friends, but for Mr. Chin Peng of Malaysia who has been wanting to return home.   


IADL, primarily through the work of Fabio Marcelli of Italy, has committed itself to an international campaign against the crippling effects of external debt on developing countries particularly in the Global South.  This work is ongoing, and  encouraged by recent opposition to this debt by Ecuador.


And most importantly we are here in Vietnam to show our solidarity with the Vietnamese people. Along with the struggle against the Crime of Humanity which was Apartheid, one of IADL’s major goals throughout its existence, was to support the long struggle of the Vietnamese people to achieve their right of self determination.   Today our Vietnamese friends, lead by the Vietnamese Association for the Victims of Agent Orange, (VAVA)--a key leader of which is our comrade, Professor Luu Van Dat who served on IADL’s bureau for many years-- are in the forefront of the struggle to hold accountable those responsible for the terrible legacy of the chemical warfare in Vietnam through the use of Agent Orange and other poisons in violation of the laws of war.  IADL and its affiliates have endorsed this important struggle as an international campaign.  It was through the VLA that the IADL and the National Lawyers Guild undertook the law suit in the United States Courts, which while not successful in Court produced significant international attention to this important issue.  We come here to this Congress having just completed a successful International Peoples’ Tribunal of Conscience in Support of the Vietnamese Victims of Agent Orange in Paris.  This Tribunal, along with the law suit in the United States  IADL initiated on behalf of the victims of agent orange,  is yet one more step in what we believe will be a long but successful struggle to hold those accountable for these war crimes, and the crime of ecocide.   


In addition to these international campaigns, IADL has supported friends in American Association of Jurists (AAJ)  in Central and South America who have been active in promoting alternative trade regimes, in support of the rights of workers to organize in unions, and for the right of indigenous peoples to resist exploitation.  IADL and AAJ have worked to support the formation of  progressive governments, to assist those governments  resist oppressive foreign debt, and efforts at  de-stabilization made by the United States.   IADL, AAJ and the International Commission for Labor Rights have worked to end  impunity for those assassinating trade union leaders and human rights workers in Colombia and elsewhere.   


 IADL has supported the fight for justice and democracy in Haiti, and have continued to oppose racial exploitation and marginalization of people of color throughout the world.  IADL has worked for economic rights of the people in the face of globalization, especially in the work which followed the Durban World Conference Against Racism.   


IADL and our affiliates in the United States have been actively fighting against impunity for torture and other crimes of the Bush Administration.  IADL has strongly  supported their actions.


IADL’s work in Africa and the Global South has not been as advanced as we would have liked but IADL is committed to promoting peace, development and an end to neo liberal policies which have exploited the resources of the African continent in particular,  to the detriment of its people.  War, famine and instability have pushed many in Africa and other continents and countries   to become internal and external migrants. IADL supports the rights of migrant workers not to face discrimination in their host countries and to oppose the rise of exploitation of migrant workers along with the rise in xenophobia and anti immigrant sentiments associated with the contracting economic climate.


IADL supports the lawyers of Asia Pacific in their efforts to coordinate activities in the region, and during the four years since the Paris Congress, the 4th Conference of Lawyers of Asia Pacific (COLAP IV) was held in Seoul South Korea in September of 2005.    A fifth meeting of COLAP is being planned for next year in Manilla.  


In addition to these activities the IADL continues to hold its Bureau and Council meetings throughout the world in order to build the organization and heighten its visibility. Typically  Bureau meetings in different parts of the world highlight one or more aspects of IADL’s work  through participation in or holding of conferences on the many topics of interest.  At the Bureau meetings we review the progress of our work on our international campaigns and address any other pressing issue of the day with resolutions or programmatic activity.


A review of the meetings and work of the Bureau and affiliated organizations and regional bodies is set forth below.


After the Paris Congress the IADL and after the meeting of COLAP IV in Seoul, the  Bureau met in Sofia, Bulgaria in the Fall of 2005.  Our Bulgarian friends organized a two day conference on labor rights and highlighted the work of our Bulgarian lawyers who have been addressing the imbalance in power between workers and owners especially since  the changes which followed the fall of the Soviet Union.  We also highlighted the work of the International Commission for Labor Rights an IADL founded network of labor lawyers  which provides support to workers around the world who are seeking to improve their life through the freedom to join trade unions and to bargain collectively.  


In January 2006, at the invitation of  the Arab Lawyers Union (ALU)  many Bureau members took part in the Congress of the ALU in Damascus.  At that time the United States was engaged in major saber rattling toward Syria and the Conference was aimed at showing the world the Arab Lawyers and the IADLs opposition to further war and attacks against Syria.  IADL Vice President Ibrahim Essamlali, the Secretary General of the ALU,  was very welcoming to all of the IADL leadership and each of us participated in the Congress with key speeches.   IADL President Sharma and the Secretary General  have been invited to participate at all bureau meetings of the ALU ever since so as to strengthen our ties the ties of IADL to our brothers and sisters in the various bar associations in the Arab world.  


In April of 2006 the Bureau met in Havana in conjunction with the Fourth Hemispheric meeting of Social movements.  It was in Havana where IADL  adopted many resolutions opposing US intervention in Iran, and in support of the rights of Haitian people to democracy and justice, as well as following up on the key international campaigns of the IADL in particular in supporting release of the Cuban  Five.   At the suggestion of Vice President Gavril Chiuzbaian, the Bureau also agreed to explore the creation of a center for the protection of lawyers and judges.  Formation of that center remains unfinished business and a task for the next Bureau.


To address the crisis resulting from the war against Lebanon launched by Israel in the summer of 2006,  IADL held an Emergency Meeting on the Deteriorating Situation in the Middle East, in Paris, organized by Vice President Roland Weyl.   IADL issued a major paper outlining the violations of international law implicated in the war.  IADL also set forth a  programme of action aimed at promoting peace and accountability for war crimes.   IADL issued many statements to the media and the international community consistent with these papers and programme of action. 


In December of 2006 in conjunction with the conference of the Indian Association of Lawyers the Dureau met in Cochin India.  Our participation in the IAL conference was widely welcomed and the Bureau was very productive in following up on our work on all of our international campaigns.  IADL specifically issued letters in support of the release of the Bulgarian medical personnel who had been convicted in Libya of intentionally spreading HIV virus.  The IADL had taken up this cause earlier and had sent a delegation of lawyers to observe the initial trial and believed the evidence did not support the verdict.  


In March and April of 2007 IADL held  a follow up meeting to implement the programme of action arising from the  Emergency Conference in August on the situation in the Middle East.   Also in the spring or 2007 the AAJ held its Congress in La Paz Bolivia.  The workshops and panels  addressed many of the major themes of AAJ work and many of the same themes of this Congress.   The Secretary General attended this Congress on behalf of the  IADL and participated in the General Assembly of AAJ.  


In June 2007, on behalf of  IADL.the Secretary General  joined a delegation of lawyers from the Association of Democratic Lawyers of Mexico (ANAD) and the National Lawyers Guild which was investigating the repression of people in Oaxaca Mexico, who had been subjected to major repression which was sparked by a strike of teachers, and had lead to a movement to create a peoples’ popular assembly which had made many demands for democracy.  


The Council of IADL met in Geneva in  October of 2007.  The Council includes representatives of all of the affiliates, so it is broader than the Bureau.   Prior to the  Council IADL, sponsored a two day conference on the topic of the Right to Health.  This conference was organized in large measure by Vice President Roland Weyl of Droit Solidarite and Raymond Merat who at that time served as our representative to the UN in Geneva.   This conference highlighted one of the most important fundamental human rights, the right to health.    At this Bureau, in addition to reviewing progress on all international campaigns,  IADL committed to observing trials of political prisoners in Western Sahara, and addressed problems arising from the International Criminal Tribunal on Rwanda, being held in Arusha, Tanzania, in particular problems associated with  the transfer of prisoners from the Rwandan trials in Arusha back to Rwanda.  


The Bureau met again in May of 2008  in Toyko in conjunction with the Global Article 9 conference.   This conference was attended by thousands of people in Tokyo and Osaka.  IADL members from around the world participated in the workshops at this Conference, most notably an international lawyers panel where all reaffirmed their commitment to Article 9 of the Japanese constitution and pledged to support efforts to further constitutionalize the commitment to peaceful resolution of disputes to further support these same commitments made by nations who signed the UN Charter.   At this Bureau meeting, it was decided as part of the campaign to support the Vietnamese victims of Agent Orange, to hold an International Peoples’ Tribunal of Conscience in support of the victims.  Roland Weyl offered to organize it in Paris. We also determined to request the Vietnamese to hold this Congress.


In December of 2008 the IADL met in Paris, to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.   Papers were presented and a declaration reaffirming IADL’s commitment to work to make the rights contained in the UDHR a reality.


Shortly after the Paris Bureau, Israel bombarded and then invaded Gaza.  The assault continued unabated for 22 days.  The loss of life and destruction of property in Gaza was devastating.    IADL condemned Israeli actions in the strongest terms.  IADL affiliate, the National Lawyers Guild sent a fact finding delegation to Gaza.  A copy of their  report is posted on the NLG International Committee Website, www.nlginternational.org. 


IADL was prepared to send  multinational fact finding delegation in early February but the border was closed.   IADL has contributed to the efforts to hold Israel accountable by  issuing  a White Paper on the Violations of Law Implicated in the Israel bombardment and invasion of Gaza in which IADL calls for the establishment of an Article 22 body to investigate and prosecute Israel for its crimes.


In the last six to eight months the Bureau and all IADL affiliates have concentrated on building for the Hanoi Congress.   On May 15-16 though, as noted above, the IADL convened the International Peoples’ Tribunal of Conscience in support of the Vietnamese victims of Agent Orange.  The Judges of the panel included Mr. Sharma as the president, Judge Juan Guzman from Chile, Dr. Gavril Chiuzbaian from Romania, Judge Claudia Morcom from the USA, Professor Marjorie Cohn,  USA, Professor Adda Bekkouche from Algeria, and Attorney Shoji Umeda from Japan.    This was a very successful Tribunal and the we hope to publish the verdict far and wide and officially deliver it to the responsible parties and to seek legislation in the United States requiring action to repair the damage and compensate the victims.


Although IADL has made many strides and has developed many campaigns and working groups, and has recently launched a new website, thanks to Jan Fermon of the Progress Lawyers Network, the organization relies on the volunteer commitment of its leaders.   Issues regarding systematic collection of subscriptions  continue to plague us.  The severe economic downturn which hit most of the world in late 2008 has impacted the ability of IADL members and affiliates to spend resources on travel to meetings, or delegations, or make significant financial contribution to the organization.    These are issues which must be addressed as many IADL affiliates need support from IADL to grow, and IADL will only grow through continuing to strengthen its affiliates.
  We must take the time at this Congress to consider building IADL’s organizational infrastructure so that it may go into to post Hanoi period a stronger and dynamic organization.

The IADL was formed with the goals of promoting 

To facilitate contact and exchanges of views among lawyers and lawyers= associations of all countries to foster understanding and goodwill among them. 

To work together to achieve the aims set out in the Charter of the United Nations. 

To ensure common action by lawyers: 

In the realm of law, the study and practice of the principles of democracy to encourage the maintenance of peace and cooperation among nations. 

To restore, defend and develop democratic rights and liberties in legislation and in practice. 

To promote the independence of all peoples and to oppose any restriction on this independence whether in law or in practice. 

To defend and promote human and peoples' rights. 

To promote the preservation of ecology and healthy environments. 

To struggle for strict adherence to the rule of law and the independence of the judiciary and legal profession. 

To defend peoples' rights to development and for conditions of economic equality and the enjoyment of the fruits of scientific progress and natural resources. 

About the International Association of Democratic Lawyers

Since IADL's founding in 1946 in Paris, IADL members have participated in the struggles that have made the violation of human rights of groups and individuals and threats to international peace and security, legal issues under international law. From its inception, IADL members throughout the globe have protested racism, colonialism, and economic and political injustice wherever they interfere with legal and human rights, often at the cost of these jurists personal safety and economic well being.

IADL campaigns have led to changes in international humanitarian law like the universal acceptance of the importance of the right to self-determination and the protection of national human rights in arguments before UN bodies and international courts in a reinterpretation of the doctrine of "domestic jurisdiction," formulated in Article 2, paragraph 7 of the UN Charter, a former barrier to international action in support of those basic rights.

This global evolution led by IADL lawyers has made possible United Nations' intervention in situations of massive and institutionalized human rights abuses beginning with UN action in the 1960's regarding South Africa's apartheid policies which had divested all human and legal rights from the black majority. 

Through their efforts IADL lawyers have helped to establish fundamental concepts of international and domestic law including the declaration of apartheid as a crime against humanity; the provision of prisoner of war status to combatants from liberation movements; prohibition of the use of unilateral force by one nation against another; the recognized legal right of peoples to self-determination; the recognized legal rights of women and children; and the almost universal public policy acceptance that there should be legal remedies for racial, religious, economic and cultural discrimination and persecution.

After the Paris Congress the IADL Bureau met in Sofia in the Fall of 2005 and held a two day conference on international labor rights.  We met in Havana in April of 2006 in conjunction with the meeting of Social movements.  We met in Cochin in December of 2006 in Conjunction with the Indian Association of Lawyers.  We met in Geneva in  October of 2007 the Council in conjunction with a conference on the right to health.  In May of 2008 we met in Toyko in conjunction with the Global Article 9 conference and in December of 2008 we met in Paris to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.   

   This means that each year between the Congresses the IADL Bureau or Council has met at least once a year.

In addition to these meetings the IADL called an emergency meeting on the war in Lebanon in 2006, and held a follow up to that meeting in March/April of 2007.  A fact finding trip to Lebanon was planned but the security situation on the ground did not allow it.     
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