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For the establishment of an Asian Court of Human Rights (ACHR)
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1. Only Asia has yet to create a system for a Court of Human Rights.

-Europe: The European Court of Human Rights

-Organization of American States: The Inter-American Court of Human Rights

-Africa: The African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights

2. Why is the establishment of a HR court needed in Asia?

Because individual domestic court systems are insufficient to guarantee human rights.

· Examples of military regimes: Myanmar, Philippines

· Examples of communist countries: China, North Korea

· Examples of capitalist countries: Japan, South Korea

These countries’ courts are partial or not independent of politics.

3.  Regional HR courts can provide a “fourth domestic trial,” which transcends national sovereignty.

 1) What is needed for the establishment of the ACHR?

a)  Establishment of a Regional Organization

b) Charter of human rights

c) Fair system for electing judges coming from each Asian country

 2) An ACHR will be hard to create because of unequal levels of development in Asian countries.

 a) Democracy

 b) Rule of law

 c) Structure

4.  Introduction of Inter-American Human Rights security system

1) There are two organizations for protecting human rights in the OAS.

2) Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

• No enforcement power

• Individual petitions can be accepted

• US also within jurisdiction

3) Inter-American Court of Human Rights

• Has enforcement power

• Only states and the Commissions can submit cases

• US does not accept its jurisdiction

5. These are similar to the communication system of the  Human Rights Committee.

6. Effective cases to be dealt with in regional courts.

1) (to Inter-American Commission) Victims of atomic bombs, Victims of Agent Orange

2) (Against Asian countries) Lawsuits seeking compensation for Asian war victims of Japanese aggression

7. Let’s start discussing the establishment of an ACHR in the framework of the IADL and COLAP.
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